GEO-
INSTITUTE ASCE GEO-INSTITUTE

SoiL IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

22 February 2014

Location: Westin Peachtree Plaza Hotel
Atlanta, Georgia

Committee Chairman: Kyle Rollins, Brigham Young University
Committee Secretary: Antonio Marinucci, American Equipment & Fabricating Corp. / Soilmec N. America
This meeting was called to order by K. Rollins at 8.05pm (local time)

Minutes of the Meeting

1. Meeting was started with a welcome by K. Rollins, followed by a self-introduction of meeting attendees

o The officers of this committee are as follows:
e Committee Chairman: Kyle Rollins, Brigham Young University
e \Vice Chairman: Kord Wissman, GeoPier Foundation Co.
e Secretary: Antonio Marinucci, American Equipment & Fabricating Corp. / Soilmec NA

b. Other non-officer positions for this committee are as follows:
e Web master: Armin Stuedlein, Oregon State University
e Awards Subcommittee Chairman: Jie Huang, University of Texas-San Antonio

2. Update from Geolnstitute (GI) — Vern Schaefer and Kord Wissman
e Attendance at 2013 Conference (approximate; numbers available at meeting time)
e 460 academics
e 400 students
e 190 practitioners
e 150 vendors

e Gl Strategic Plan
e Billy Camp was introduced as the Gl President during the Gl business meeting
e The last Gl Strategic Plan was developed (at least) 5 years ago (led by Craig Benson)
e Current plan has 4 focus areas
e Become more member-centric(by Board)
e Doing a good job with academic members
e Doing an ok job with students
e Not doing a good/ok job with practitioners
e Need to much better job (and cheaper) delivering value and
technical content to practitioners at the local level
e Need to develop State of the Art and State of the Practice papers
that are curated, which can be utilized at the local level
e Need to become more pro-active than reactive (or complacent)
e Become the source of knowledge
e Become the “big tent” of the geo-industry
e Do a better job with finances and business issues
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e Project funds
e The $5,000 cap on projects has been removed by the Technical Committee
Council (TCC).
e For future projects, each committee is required to submit ideas and proposals
to the TCC for review.
e The committee was implored to develop and submit proposals as soon as
possible (funds are first come, first reviewed)
e Proposal submitted by Unsaturated Soils Committee to develop 4 to 5
webinars
e Proposal submitted by Site Characterization Committee to develop
videos for YouTube and classroom
e Question — what can the Soil Improvement Committee develop /
propose that would bring value to the membership? Ideas from the
committee were requested.
e Update from Geo-Institute (and Technical Committee Council, TCC) - Vern Schaefer
e V. Schaefer conveyed a message of thanks from the TCC for the committee’s work
related to the conference (reviewing papers) and for continued good work in committee
e Gl wants to develop and execute 4 technical seminars each year (the idea is tentative,
and is being debated/vetted by Gl)
e Gl wants to develop a Local Involvement Committee to engage the various technical
committees to gauge the local interests and needs of the Gl members
e DFl has developed a similar program, which has been successful
e DFl is interested in collaborating, sharing information, developing a common
program, etc.
e The intent would be to provide pertinent and local content where/when needed
e Actionltem: The GI Soil Improvement Committee and DFlI Ground
Improvement Committee need to draft and propose a slate of speakers
e Arepresentative from group (Gl and DFI) will review the list and finalize
e Donna Dickert, Gl, presented information on a corporate pricing package for obtaining
access to ASCE publications
e Can be customized for each user / company
e Glisagood group to outreach because of GSPs
e Other access items — manuals of practice, technical reports, committee reports
e K. Rollins asked to have access to publications at rates lower than present

3. Update on Upcoming Geo-Institute Conferences and Events — V. Schaefer

e 2015 IFCEE - Joint ADSC/G-I/PDCA/DFI EXPO-type conference
Will be held from March 17-21 in J.W. Marriott Resort in San Antonio, TX
Final technical papers due in May 2014
Panel session on Deep Foundations / Ground Improvement

e K. Wissman and R. Lopez involved with panel development

e Panelists are set
Technical sessions from Soil Improvement Committee

e More than 50 abstracts received

e 1 track (multiple sessions) on soil improvement

e The track chairs — K. Rollins, A. Marinucci, J. Clemente
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e 2015 International Deep Mixing Conference — San Francisco (May 2015)
e George Filz provided a comprehensive handout (see attachments to these minutes)

e 2016 Joint GI/SEI Congress
e The conference will be held in February in Phoenix, AZ
e There will be no conference proceedings for this conference (abstracts only)

e This does not preclude anyone/group from developing a GSP later (no in
conjunction with the conference), and would be a collection of individual papers
and a separate GSP.

e Anyone/group interested in creating a GSP would need to send a proposal to
the TCC for review and decision

e Need to submit a session proposal from the Committee

e Ideas for sessions — soil-structure interaction, liquefaction, sustainability, and
effective response due to ground improvement

e Call for Proposals

e Chair by J. Clemente, A. Stuedlein, and Prabir Kolay
e The committee will send in 2 proposals

e Proposals open — October 2014

e Proposals close — April 2015

e 2016 Sustainability and the Geoenvironmental Specialty Conference
e Information about this conference was provided as a flyer in the conference packet

e CECAR 2017
e The conference location will be in Southeast Pacific area
e Track and session ideas are being sought for this civil engineering conference

e Grouting Conference 2017
e This conference will be held in Hong Kong
e Gl will partner with a local partner in Hong Kong

e Shamsher Prakash Conference (Case Histories)
e This conference will be turned over and managed by Gl beginning in 2017
e Ground Improvement Session Proposals for GeoCongress 2014
e Session 25 - Sustainable Stabilization/Solidification of Contaminated Soil and Waste
e Empbhasis on case histories, QA/QC
e Session 42 - Elements of Sustainability in Geotechnical Engineering
e Reuse/Rehab of foundations and Geosystems, Recycled Re-engineered material
Use, Carbon Footprint Analyses and Pollution Control, Balanced Design and
Management of Risk

4. Liaison member needed for 2016 Joint GI/SEI Congress
e A Marinucci and J. Clemente have agreed to serve on the planning committee

5. Cooperation with DFl and DFI Ground Improvement Committee Efforts — Mary Ellen Bruce; Marty Taube
e DFIl committee is interested in working with this Soil Improvement Committee
e Need to have better collaboration to avoid duplication of efforts
e At what level of collaboration is the Gl interested? DFI?
e Discussion of hosting a joint seminar/track between DFl and G-I committees
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e Discussion topics — how could this be done? What topics would be beneficial to both
groups and members?
e Possibly hold a short course (1/2 or full day) at GI/SEI Conference in 2016
e M. Taube will write up a proposal and send to K. Rollins for review
e Otherideas - Research needs study, training tools, webinar topics
e Seminar/track ideas — Design/Build aspects, QA/QC, an industry report
e M.E. Bruce provided an update on DFI activities and initiatives, and passed out a handout to
attendees (attached to minutes)
e ME Bruce said she will provide K. Rollins with an FTP address for access to Levee/Dam
seminar information and presentations. K. Rollins to share with members of Committee
e The Wick Drain Specification has been finalized and is available
e Papers on liquefaction will be available in the DFI Journal (M. Taube said he will make
available the liquefaction papers available if cannot obtain via Journal)
e Current initiatives:
e Working on platform specifications
e Performance specifications for Ground Improvement

6. Update on the SHRP2 Ground Improvement Platform-Vern Schaefer
o  Website --> www.GeotechTools.org
e Users will need to register to access the system (FAQ available. Feedback from users is
requested, and areas for feedback are available within the program)
e As of November 2013, registered users
e More than 1,000 consultants
e More than 500 users in public agencies (all State DOTs)
e Users in more than 50 countries
e The intent of the Tool is that it would be a living system, to be updated as the need arises.
e The website is in the implementation phase

7. Update on Web Site - Armin Stuedlein
e ASCE is redoing their website
e Gl will have its own page on the ASCE website
Committees may have their own pages on ASCE website, if interested
e Onthe Committee website - send any information, links, requests for upload/inclusion to Armin

8. Regional Ground Improvement Seminars — Kord Wissman, Ali Maher
e Noreport

9. Awards for Ground Improvement - Jie Huang
e Noreport
e K. Rollins relayed that G. Filz was nominated for Wallace Hayward Baker award but was not
selected

10. Ground Improvement Experimentation in Christchurch, New Zealand — K. Rollins
e Delivered a presentation to the committee on the research work performed.
e A copy of the presentation is attached to the minutes

11. Sustainability in Soil Improvement
e No report



http://www.geotechtools.org/
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12. Ground Improvement for Increasing Lateral Pile Resistance — Oklahoma

e No report

13. Other new business or topics?

e No other new business was brought up

Meeting was adjourned at 10.00pm (local time).

Meeting Attendees

Name

Affiliation

Email

Jose Clemente
Marty Taube
Donna Dickert
Prabir Kolay
Tanner Blackburn
Chris Meehan
Kyle Rollins

Antonio Marinucci

Silas Nichols
Kord Wissman
Mary Ellen Bruce
Vern Schaefer

George Filz

Muhannad Suleiman

Armin Stuedlein

Bechtel

Menard

ASCE Publications
SIUC

Hayward Baker Inc.
University of Delaware
Brigham Young Univ.

American Equipment & Fabricating /
Soilmec North America

FHWA

Geopier Foundation Co.
DFI

lowa State University
Virginia Tech

Lehigh University

Oregon State University

jlclemente@bechtel.com
mtaube@menardusa.com
ddickert@asce.org
pkolay@siu.edu
jtblackburn@haywardbaker.com
cmeehan@udel.edu
rollins@byu.edu

antmarinucci@gmail.com

Silas.nichols@dot.gov
kwissman@geopier.com
mebruce@dfi.org
vern@iastate.edu
filz@vt.edu
mts210@lehigh.edu

armin.stuedlein@oregonstate.edu
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